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Future

Why is important to know about Bristol’s past?
What did people eat?
How did they travel?
How did they shop?
What work did they do?
Where did they live?
Where did they get their energy?
Did they take care of their environment?

How did they spend their free time?

Jessop’s vision in 1796 helped to
shape Bristol as we know it today.

His vision created the floating harbour which was opened in 1809.
80 acres of tidal river was captured and the water level was held at
the same height.

How did Jessop’s vision change
Bristol’s relationship with the moon?
Before the Floating Harbour
•The moon’s pull on the tides left ships stranded in the mud possibly
11 metres below the quayside.
•Bristol’s clock was a based on the moon. When the tide was in people
where active, loading and unloading ships. It may be dark when the
tide was in but then was when the city was awake and shops opened.
After the Floating Harbour
•Ships in Bristol stayed afloat and work could continue between the
high tides.
•Bristolians started to lose touch with the moon and tides.

The Floating Harbour is eight miles from deep
water in the Severn Estuary
•

Ships became stranded if they
missed the tides.

•

The river Avon became crowded as
Bristol increased its popularity as a
port and ships got bigger.

•

New ports opened at Avonmouth and
Portbury catering for larger ships.

•

Bristol’s Floating Harbour became dormant with few ships. It was heavily
polluted and there were plans to cover it over with roads and shops.

•

In 1971 the people of Bristol protested and set up an annual Harbour
Festival to make the council change its plans.

•

Today the Harbour water is not polluted and it’s historic and cultural venues
are part of the vitality of Bristol.

A timeline of Bristol’s Harbour

1847 Brunel’s new
entrance lock opens
1864 Clifton Suspension
Bridge opens
1878 Princes
1843
St Swing
SS Great Britain
bridge opens
launched
1833 Parliament
abolishes slavery
in British Empire

1497 Cabot sails for the
New World from Bristol

1400

1500

Boom as trade
develops with South
Wales and Ireland

1736 Bristol
becomes
primary
slaving port

1600

Trade with
America and
West Africa.
Bristol is 2nd
largest port in
England after
London

1908 Royal
Edward Dock
opens at
Avonmouth 1970 SS Great Britain returns to Bristol
1965 Cumberland Basin
flyover and bridge opened

1877
Avonmouth
Dock opens

1942
Redcliffe
Bridge
built

1809
Floating
Harbour is
opened

1700
Bristol
was
involved
in the
slave
trade

1800

1900

Avonmouth
expands as
the main
centre of
the port of
Bristol

1971 Harbour
Festival started

1975 City Docks close

1978 Deep water dock at
Royal Portbury opened.

2000
Bristol
Loves
Tides

2015

Your Vision
Using the idea
of looking through
a smart phone that
can see into the past.

What will people be doing or saying?
Look at the lives of some Bristol People -

Italian born explorer and navigator John Cabot, who moved
to Bristol around 1495, made a voyage in 1497 on the ship
Matthew and claimed land in Canada—mistaking it for Asia—
for King Henry VII of England.
In early May of 1497, Cabot left Bristol on the Matthew with
a crew of 18 men. On June 24, 1497, 50 days into the voyage,
Cabot landed on the east coast of North America.

It is believed that Cabot went ashore and claimed the land
for the King of England. The ship returned to Bristol on
August 6, 1497. Cabot was soon rewarded with a pension of
£20, the gratitude of King Henry VII and permission to make a
new voyage to North America.
In May 1498, John Cabot departed from Bristol with five
ships and a crew of 300 men. The ships carried ample
provisions and small samplings of cloth, lace points and
other "trifles," suggesting an expectation of establishing
trade with the new land.

Alice Bennett, galley pot maker, Brislington
Alice Bennett continued the production of tin- glazed earthenware
after the death of her first husband. Brislington potteries were thriving
in the late 1600’s. The pottery was close to the Brislington Brook
which would have allowed Alice and her fellow potters to transport
raw materials and finished goods by boat, rather than overland on
rough tracks.
Brislington Brook was crucial to supply a constant strong supply of
water for washing the unprocessed clay in ponds to remove impurities.
The watermill on Brislington Brook would have supplied power for
grinding the ingredients of the colours used for decorating and glazing
their wares.

An illustration of how Alice
Bennett may have dressed

It is possible that even the withy beds bordering the Avon were an
attraction for Alice as these withies were grown for use in making
baskets which could well have been needed by the potters as
containers for transporting their finished fragile products.

Princess Caraboo pretended to be from a far off island
kingdom and fooled Bristol people from April 1817 until
June 1817 when she was revealed a cobbler's
daughter, Mary Baker, from Devon.
She appeared in Bristol wearing exotic clothes and speaking
an incomprehensible language. The woman was imprisoned
and during her imprisonment, a Portuguese sailor claimed
that he spoke her language and translated her story.
According to the sailor, she was Princess Caraboo from the
island of Javasu in the Indian Ocean. She had been captured
by pirates and after a long voyage she had jumped
overboard in the Bristol Channel and swum ashore.
She was released from prison and for ten weeks became a favourite of the local dignitaries. She
used a bow and arrow, fenced, prayed to a god, whom she named Alla-Tallah. Her portrait was
painted and reproduced in local newspapers. This was to be her downfall as she was recognised
as an imposter.
She travelled to America, trying, with little success to portray her story on stage. Records show
that she returned to Bristol, married and had a daughter and in 1839 was selling leeches to the
Bristol Royal Infirmary.

Elizabeth Blackwell was born in Bristol in 1821,
living at 1 Wilson Street in St Pauls in 1824. and
emigrated to America in 1832. Her father, somewhat
unusually for the time, supported his education as
well as his sons.
The family emigrated to America in 1832, the year
after a ceremony had been held to mark the start of
the construction of the Clifton Suspension Bridge.

Elizabeth become a doctor in 1849 and she opened
the New York Infirmary for Women and Children in
1857. All the medical staff were female.
She came back to England in 1859 and became the
first woman to be enrolled on the British Medical
register. She then campaigned for the admission of
women to medical degrees and reforms in the
medical profession, visiting Bristol frequently.
She would have been interested to see the newly
opened Clifton Suspension Bridge in 1864.

Ernest Bevin was a famous Politian, a member of the cabinet from 1940 until his death in 1951.

He was orphaned at the age of six and when he was 11 move to Bristol where he lived in Saxon
Road, St Werburghs. He worked as a labourer and then a van driver in Bristol docks.
In 1910 he formed a carter's branch of the Dockers' Union in Bristol.
In 1910, 1911 and 1912 there were strikes in the docks around Bristol as the dockers tried top
prevent casual workers from taking their jobs.
In 1921 Bevin was involved in setting up the Transport and General Workers' Union and became
the first Secretary to the organisation.

Police mobilising for 1912 dockers strike
© National Maritime Museum, London

Roger Griffith MBE is a successful social entrepreneur, local radio
personality from Ujima radio and author of ‘American Odyssey:
From the Windrush to the White House.’
In his book he describes moving to Bristol in the 1970s, having
grown up in London, the son of West Indian Parents who came to
Britain as part of the Windrush Generation .

He is interested in debating the impact of slavery on Bristol and his
book explores a number of viewpoints including the unease that
many people have with the Colston Hall as it is named after Edward
Colston, a merchant who, although he gave much of his money to
benefit Bristol, made much of his money from the slave trade.
In 1975 the City Docks closed to commercial shipping and the look
of the harbourside changed forever. Roger welcomed the
construction of Pero’s bridge in 1999, named in honour of Pero
Jones, a slave who lived in Bristol in the late 1700’s.

Create a sensory picture for your character from Bristol
• Start with a discussion and record your thoughts on a large
sheet of paper. Plot the 5 senses and list as many things you
think they may have sensed around Bristol’s tides.
sight
sounds

Eg - Roger
Griffith in the
1970’s

smells

touch

taste

Make a picture about Bristol’s
Harbour or tides
If you are working as a team
• Agree what the picture will look like overall
• Decide what materials you will use
• Negotiate who will be responsible for what
• Have fun

• Send us a picture of your vision
Twitter - @MF_MC
Email - info@myfuturemychoice.co.uk
Instagram – mfmc_bristol

Become an investigator for Bristol Loves Tides
• Quiz your parents, grandparents and people that you
know well from your community
• What stories do they have to tell about Bristol’s tides
and waterways?
• Send us their stories

