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MIGRATION – MAMMALS  

Why do these mammals migrate ANNUALLY? Pick the right answers from the list.  

Hatch and rear their young 
 

To hibernate in the winter Feed and calve 

Escaping from dangers  
 

Maintain food & water supplies 
 

Because they always have 

To get work in the harvest  
 

To escape the cold  To find a mate  

 

Whales – make the longest annual migration 
journeys 

 
 

 

Emperor Penguins 

 
 
 

 

Wildebeest – and other animals on the African 
continent 

 
 

 

Humans  

 
 
 

 

Humans don’t just migrate annually they often move from one town to another and one country or 

continent to another. This has been happening for a very long time. 
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Humans Prehistory - (To know what happens before written History we must use science to 

help us piece together the past)  

The species of humans known as Homo-sapiens (that’s us) originated in East Africa over 200,000 

years ago.  Modern humans like us then spread across Europe and the world.  

 

Our genetic makeup is dominated by its original source in East Africa and the vast mass of genetic 

code remains the same for all humans.  

 
 
Activity - Why did prehistoric people decide to leave East Africa?  
Work in a team 
Cut up the cards  

Organise the cards in a ‘Diamond Format’ to show which reasons are -  
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Homelands became unpleasant and they 
wanted something new and unknown 

 

There were no jobs 

 

 

Climate made places into huge ovens or 
freezers where barely anything can live or 

grow 

 

 

Terrible political circumstances after an 
election 

 

 

A natural disaster 

 

Competition with hostile neighbouring 
groups 

 

Food and other resources run too low to 
support the amount of people within an 

area 

 

Their mobile food (herds of herbivores) 
migrated first and they followed 

 

 

Better climates elsewhere  

 

Greener lands elsewhere  

 

 

Nomadic Lifestyle was normal 

 

News skills and tools were invented  

 

Inventiveness and cooperation gave time 
for some people to explore  

 

Adventure and exploration – thy were 
people who felt the need to take risks 

 

 

Be prepared to present your ideas for what would be the most important reason to migrate in 

Prehistoric times.  

 

 


